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M. Daladier had barely begun to recall in what con-
ditions war " had been imposed on us not only by the German
aggression against Poland, following on other acts of aggres-
sion, but by the systematic determination of the Nazi Govern-
ment to forge ahead through this destruction by means of a
slavery imposed, now in the name of race, now in contempt
of race, towards the domination of Europe," when a sort of
surge swept the assembly.
From the Galleries one could see the Speaker* making
soothing gestures, putting a finger to his lips, waving his
hand and glancing in eloquent appeal for silence and
calm. But someone in the centre had risen. -His voice
thundered. With his right forefinger he pointed to a man
sitting alone in the benches formerly occupied by the
Communists. It was M. Florimond Bonte*, Communist
Deputy for the Nord, Secretary of the Communist Group
in the Chamber, who, threatened by judicial proceedings
and undiscovered as yet by the police, had succeeded in
slipping into the supposedly inviolable precincts of the
House. The orator upright in the centre of the Chamber
was M. Jean Chiappe who, having harried them unmerci-
fully when he was Prefect of Police from 1927 to 1934,
had not ceased to denounce the Communists as foreign
agents. Jean Chiappe was indignant. " What! Have
not warrants of arrest been issued against the Communist
Deputies ? How is it that this one has been allowed to
enter ? The Chamber cannot sit in his presence."
Shouts of " Outside, outside 1 " supported the demands
of Jean Chiappe, whilst " quaestors/' who are alone
charged with the policing of the House, laid hold, with the
aid of the ushers, on the person of M. Florimond Bonte
who was removed from the building and handed over to
the police.
During this execution M. Daladier had remained standing
* In France the Speaker is elected not for the whole duration of
the Parliament, but for the period of one year. He may, of course,
be re-elected.